
  

 

 

Welcome to our new pastor:  

Rev. Kathlyn Nealand  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I have been asked on numerous occasions how I like 
living in Allegan. I often reply that it is going just fine 
and that I don’t find it much different than living in 
metropolitan New York. The towns are further apart 
here in Allegan. Traffic is much less here in Allegan. 
We are finding all the things we need here in Allegan. 
I have especially enjoyed living so close to downtown 
and have spent time exploring the different shops. In 
fact, I look forward to the events of the season Advent 
and Christmas that is fast approaching. I look forward 
to experiencing the way Allegan celebrates holidays.  
 

This season is one of my favorites. There is something 
about Christmas that brings out the best in people. It 
just seems that people in general are more generous, 
more loving, more friendly, more caring, and more 

 

Pastor Kathy joyfully joined in ministry with First Presbyterian Church of         
Allegan on October 15, 2017. Ordained in the Presbyterian Church in 2005,    
Pastor Kathy served several churches on Long Island, NY, then led several     
congregations in transition. Most recently, she served at the Castleton Hill         
Moravian Church in Staten Island.  Her experience is rich in leading Sunday   
worship, empowering leaders, and revitalizing congregations while helping them 
envision their future.  
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neighborly from Thanksgiving through New Year’s. I have found this to be 
true regardless of my location; whether, in the city, a suburb or in rural 
America. I believe that it could be the lights that seems to change us for the 
better. 
 

“The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness  —   on 
them light has shined.”  

Isaiah 9:1 (NRSV) 
 

For the light of Christ does not change 
based on our location according to Google maps. The light that shined on that 
first Christmas Eve in Bethlehem is the same light that shines for us each and 
every day ever since we accepted Jesus as into our hearts and minds. It is the 
power of that light that has the  potential to transform us into the people that 
God needs us to be wherever we find ourselves.  
 

I believe in the Light and the hope that Jesus brings even when the town is 
immersed in darkness the rest of the year after the sun goes down. The    
promise that “the darkness shall not overcome us” can be challenged during 
difficult times but it cannot be completely extinguished. For eventually, the 
sun comes up and shines on us once again.  
 

It is the same for the Church of Jesus Christ that has gone — and is going — 
through a period of darkness whether a city, suburban or rural church. Many 
churches have been torn apart by the fight over dogma and lost sight of the 
truths Jesus founded his church on. Even FPC of Allegan has gone through 
troubling times. Yet the Light of Christ has the power to break through,     
giving us the possibility of new life. It is challenging, yet possible if we ask 
ourselves the right questions that can get us back on track.  
 

I am reading a book by Brian McLaren entitled The Great Spiritual Migra-
tion, who poses some interesting questions like these two of which we might 
want to ponder:  
 

What would it mean for Christians to rediscover their faith not as 
a problematic system of beliefs, but as a just and generous way of 
life, rooted in contemplation and expressed in compassion, that 
makes amends for its mistakes and is dedicated to beloved        
community for all?  
 

Could Christians migrate from defining their faith as a system of 
beliefs to expressing it as a loving way of life? 
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The Pastoral Search . . .  
Rev. Kathlyn Nealand became the full-time pastor at First Presbyter-
ian Church of Allegan on October 15, 2017. She and her husband, 
John, are settling into the manse and exploring the Allegan area.  
 

Her appointment came after the Pastor Search Committee spent 18 
months seeking just the right person to work side by side with 
church members in ministry. Much appreciation and thanks is given 
to all those who offered their prayers, support and patience during 
the search process.  
 

The congregation looks forward to what God will do through us as 
we enter this new season in our beloved church and community!  

 
 
 

 

I believe we can if we all approach the next things with an open heart, mind, 
body and soul. After all, what brings us to First Presbyterian Church of        
Allegan is that we all love Jesus. If we can agree on that then we are off to a 
good start.  
 

So hang your lights on your homes and trees and after the lights go out when 
the season comes to a close, continue to “let your light shine before others” 
regardless of your situation. Be patient, kind and loving in all that 
you say and do “so that others may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 6:16 (NRSV)) 
 

Therefore, I look forward to our journey together beginning with 
this glorious season of birth and the promise of rebirth! 
 

I thank God for you, 

Pastor Kathy Nealand  
 

Join a devotional conversation as we            
journey through Advent 2017.  
 

Pick up a free copy of the “Let Love Speak” devotional from 
the Fellowship Hall and read the daily devotionals. Then gather 
with us at 9:30 a.m. Sundays during Advent — including      
December 17 and 24—  as Pastor Kathy leads the conversation.  



4 

 

Hanging 

    of the Christmas 

Greens 

Advent is a season of preparing for the birth of Christ.  
 

At First Presbyterian Church of Allegan, those preparations    
include the annual “Hanging of the Greens” service. This year, 
the service was   November 26. The seasonal touches are now 
brightening our church spaces.  
 

If you’re in downtown Allegan in 
the evening, take a moment to    
enjoy the battery-operated candles 

lighting the windows 
along Chestnut and   
Cutler streets. They’re a 
visual reminder the 
“great light” that God 
sent to each of us with 
the birth of Christ.  
 

Thank you to everyone 
who helped get the    
decorations out and sort-
ed then tucked about the 
church.  

A  Down Home Christmas!  
Presented by the River Cities Concert Band 

7:30 p.m. Monday, December 18,  
at Otsego Middle School Auditorium with admission by 

freewill donation.  
Directed by David J. Hubbard  

with vocalists Sue Daniels and Dixon Pulver  
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IN THE CHURCH OFFICE:  
 
 

Pastor Kathy  —  
• Tuesday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.   Thursday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
• To contact her at other times — Email: revnealand05@gmail.com    

  Cell:   (516) 524-4864   Home:  (269) 355-1335 
 

Sharon —   
• Tuesday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.    Thursday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.   
• To contact her at other times — Email:  alleganpres1@yahoo.com   

  Office:  (269) 673-4631  
 
The church office will be closed Thursday, December 28, so Sharon and her family 
can travel for holiday celebrations. 

 

Special Milestone 
Reached . . .   
 

One of our congregation members reached 
a very special milestone recently. Ruth 
Berkin celebrated her 100th birthday     
during an open house December 3 held in 
our fellowship hall. Lots of friends, family 
and community members gathered in our 
fellowship hall to celebrate the varied    
adventures and accomplishments of this 
very special woman.  
 

(Her birthday actually is December 6.)  
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All congregation members are invited to submit  
newsletter items to alleganpres1@yahoo.com  

or to leave a printed copy in the office.   

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

10 
9:30 a.m.  
Conversations about 
Advent devotions  
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship  

11 
 

 
10 a.m.  
Mental Health Group 
6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 
 

12

17 
9:30 a.m.  
Conversations about 
Advent devotions  
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship  

18 
 
 

10 a.m. 
Mental Health Group 
3 p.m.  
Session meeting 

19

24 
10:30 a.m.  
Christmas Eve Carols 
and Candlelight Service  
11:30 a.m.  
Holiday potluck brunch  
  

25 
 
 

  
 
 

26

31 
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship  
 
 

1 
 
 
 

  

7 
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship  

8 
 

10 a.m.  
Mental Health Group 
3 p.m. Session meeting 
6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 

Office closed 

Office closed 

at a 
glance 

Office closed 

Office closed 

and 
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Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

12 13 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

14 15 
 

16 
 

19 20 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

21 
 

22 23 
 

26 27 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

28 
 

29 30 

2 3 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics  
Anonymous  

4 
Noon  
Allegan Ministerium 
Association meeting  

5 
 

6 
 

9 10 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

Office closed 

Office closed 

Office closed 

Office closed 

Office closed 

Point to Ponder . . .  
First Presbyterian Church of Allegan — A ministry of revitalization.  

What does that mean to you?  

Office closed 
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Weavers set up looms with long threads called warp. Then with a shuttle weave a woof 
thread across the warp. The warp and woof form the woven fabric. Unwoven, they are 
only strands of thread. When naming our core values this spring, Presbytery of Lake 
Michigan's Leadership Team began with following Jesus (discipleship) and partnership, 
the warp and woof of the church of Jesus Christ.  
 

Core Values: 
"As partners in Christ’s service,  

we seek God’s way of grace and justice  
through: Inclusion, Formation and Inspiration." 

Adopted May 25, 2017 
 

We could have simply made a list of values: Discipleship, Partnership, Grace, Justice, 
Inclusion, Formation, Inspiration. But instead we put them into a sentence identifying 
ourselves as partners with a purpose -- in Christ's service. Discipleship and partnership 
became the warp and woof woven through our subsequent Mission and Vision State-
ments.  

 

Mission Statement: 
"The Presbytery of Lake Michigan  

forms and partners with faith communities  
to challenge, encourage, equip and hold one another accountable  

as Christ’s disciples."  
     Adopted August 24, 2017 

 

Vision Statement: 
"We envision dynamic leaders and healthy congregations  

who are vital to their communities, working together  
to share the way of Christ’s love, grace and justice." 

Adopted August 24, 2017 
 

Which begs the questions how are we doing? Are discipleship and partnership evident 
in our witness? Are we following Christ's way of love, grace, and justice? Or are we 
governed more by fear of the stranger, of the unknown, of the violence we see most 
every day in the news? Are we tempted to trust the power of the gun for our protec-
tion?  Are we tempted to turn a blind eye to our privileged place in society, to the pain 

 
 

Best's Blog 
By John Best, General Presbyter of the Presbytery of Lake Michigan 

Published November 12, 2017 at http://jbestblog.blogspot.com/ 
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The 2018 per capita assessment by the Presbytery of Lake Michigan is 
$28.98 per person. That means First Presbyterian Church of Allegan owes 
$1,739 this year.  Please consider contributing $28.98 to cover the fee for 
yourself — and perhaps for others — so that the congregation can pay our 
apportionment in a timely fashion. We will pay a portion of the bill each 
month from January through October to meet our obligation.  
  

Thank you again to those who helped pay  
our 2017 per capita assessment.  

of those living in the margins, to domestic violence at home, sexual harassment at 
work, to the erosion of the common good for the interests of the powerful few?  How 
are the warp and weave of discipleship and partnership evident in the fabric of our 
Presbytery or absent?  Will our identity as members of the body of Christ with      
different and important gifts to be celebrated and shared with the whole recited at 
every ordination and installation service calling us to partner Christ's service trump 
our fear and divisions? 
 

As the moderator of Presbytery and I visit congregations, it is evident that most 
members don't give much thought to Presbytery.  As our ministry plan for our future 
emerges, its warp and woof will be discipleship and partnership!    

Occasionally, the church receives informational flyers about programs and resources 
offered through the Presbytery of Lake Michigan. We received a copy of the 2018   
narrative budget for the Presbytery. Copies are available in the fellowship hall, and     
detail how the Presbytery uses funds generated by the per capita assessment. Let Pastor 
Kathy or the office know if you have questions about the information.   

OUR MISSION AT FIRST PRES ALLEGAN:  
Rejoice in God’s Love 
. . . through joyful traditional worship and opportunities to 
appreciate and support one another  

Reflect God’s Grace  
. . . Extending it to all people  

Respond to God’s Will  
     . . . finding ways to put our faith into action  inside our   
      church and our community 
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Anniversaries  
December 28  — Allan and Claudia Rasmussen   

 Birthdays  
December 6 —  Ruth Berkin — Happy 100th !  
December 7  — Bryce Frost  
December 14 — Kayla Lynn Yarbrough 
December 16 — Christopher Johnson   
December 23  — Carol Gendron   
December 24 — Claudia Rasmussen   
December 29  — Judy Wright  
December 31 — Brianna Lewis  
January 10 — Spencer Bacon  
January 14  — Charles Harwood 
January 28 — Nathaniel Miller  
      Charles Riess 
January 30 — Ryan Hipps  

 

 

 

Help keep this list current.  —Let the office know what special days are 

marked by your family so we can help celebrate these special events.  

 

REPORT OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
November 19, 2017 in the FPC — Allegan sanctuary  

 

A special congregational and corporation meeting  was called: 
 to act on a Church Officer Nominating Committee report. 

The congregation elected Elders Judy Wood and Sally Trabulsi to each 
serve a three-year term on the session.  
 

There being no other congregational or corporate business, the meeting was           
adjourned. Reading and approval of the minute was deferred to the Session.  
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Faithfully serving in Worship  
 

Here is the schedule of ministers slated to serve in coming weeks. Please 
sign up in the hall or let the office know if you’re willing to help.  

December 10, 2017  
 

Greeter:    
Liturgist:   Colleen Johnson   
Coffee Hour: Marie Holland  

January 7, 2017  
 

Greeter:      
Liturgist:   Claudia Rasmussen   
Coffee Hour:  Marie Holland   

December 17, 2017 
 

Greeter:    
Liturgist:   Claudia Rasmussen   
Coffee Hour:  Marguerite Perrigo   

January 14, 2017  
 

Greeter:    
Liturgist:   Theresa Ashley  
Coffee Hour: Sally Trabulsi  

December 24, 2017  
 

Greeter:     
Liturgist:    Colleen Johnson  
Coffee Hour:  Potluck brunch  

January 21, 2018  
 

Greeter:    
Liturgist:  Sally Trabulsi  
Coffee Hour:  Charles Harwood   

December 31, 2017  
 

Greeter:     
Liturgist:    Sally Trabulsi   
Coffee Hour:  Chris and Colleen  
                                     Johnson   

January 28, 2018 
 

Greeter:     
Liturgist:    Jena Lewis   
Coffee Hour:  Ed Whitney   

 
 

Just a reminder that all events scheduled at First Presbyterian 
Church of Allegan — including the Community Lunch — are 
cancelled if Allegan Public Schools closes for weather-related 
conditions, including fog and snow. (In the case of a 2-hour school 
delay or bad weather on a weekend, church leaders will determine 
whether or not to cancel events then share the info via media outlets 
and phone calls.)   
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 FIRST  
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
200 Cutler Street 
Allegan,  MI  49010 
Phone:  (269) 673-4631 
 

E-mail: alleganpres1@yahoo.com   
 

Website: FPCallegan.org 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Rev. Kathlyn Nealand  

Email:  revnealand05@gmail.com   
Cell:   (516) 524-4864    
Home:  (269) 355-1335 

Organist: Theresa Ashley  
Community Lunch Coordinator:  
 Deb Valenti  
Community Lunch Resource  
     Coordinator:  Rev. Charles Schantz  
Custodian: Michael Reed  
Custodial Assistant: Maureen Heileman  
Bookkeeper: Carla McDonald  
Secretary: Sharon Carper  
 

ELDER ASSIGNMENTS 
Contact these individuals with concerns or 
questions about the following topics:  

Claudia Rasmussen—Clerk of Session  
Sally Trabulsi — Treasurer  

Gary Bosma — Building & Grounds  
Colleen Johnson — Worship & Education 

Nancy Klinkers — Pastoral Care  
Jena Lewis —Outreach & Pastoral Care 

Judy Wood — Community Lunch  

 

as she celebrates  
her first holiday season  
with First Presbyterian 

Church of Allegan  
 

Christmas “Eve”  
Carols & Candlelight 
service at 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday, December 24, 
immediately followed  
by a potluck brunch.  

Bring something to share  
and enjoy the fellowship.  

 
 

New Year’s “Eve”  
worship 

at 10:30 a.m. Sunday,  
December 31.  

 
 
 
 

Both services will feature a traditional  
worship service with a 

friendly easy style.   
Come join us to celebrate  
the joy of knowing Christ.  


