
  

 

 

A New Day, New Month, New Year: 
What Will God Do?  

Session Members Installed on Session  
A genuine and heart-field THANK YOU is expressed 
to two ruling elders who in December completed terms 
of service on the First Presbyterian Church of Allegan 
Session — Gary Bosma and Sally Trabulsi. Both 
were diligent, faithful and dedicate servants, with Gary 
focusing on building and ground issues and Sally help-
ing with the pastoral search process.  
 

Meanwhile, We WELCOME TO SERVICE on the Session this year Judy 
Wood and Sally Trabulsi. Both ladies agreed to return to Session and help 
guide our congregation into whatever God has planned for our future. The join 
with Colleen Johnson, Nancy Klinkers, Jena Lewis and Claudia Rasmussen, 
who continue their terms as ruling elders, to form the 2018 Session. 
 

Session members participated in leadership training with Pastor Kathy before 
Sally and Judy were installed on January 13, 2018. When the Session met for the 
first time on January 15, 2018, its business included electing Claudia as clerk 
and Sally as treasurer.  
 

At that meeting, Session members also established three committees, or mission 
teams, that will each focus on one of three tasks in the church: providing for 
worship, providing for nurture, and providing for mission. (See page 9 for an 
article about these mission teams.)  
 

Please, when you see these folks, thank them for accepting the call to lead 
within our church . . . and offer to help them in any way you feel comfortable!  
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
“I give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,  

for you have exalted your name and your word above everything.”  
(Psalm 138:2) 

 
It has been three months since my arrival in Allegan. During that time, I have 
experienced downtown life through Festive Fridays, having Carolers on my 
porch and the ball drop at the Waterfront. I have experienced some snow and 
lots of bitter cold weather. Throughout the season, I am thankful for the ways 
that God showed his faithfulness and love through interactions with members 
and neighbors of Allegan.  
 
Well, now Christmas is over and a New Year has begun, so I wonder what new 
things God will do in and around us in 2018? 
 
I am reminded of the newness of life each 
day when I wake up. For it is then that I walk 
to the large front window on the second floor 
of the manse to gaze out on the city of Alle-
gan. It is quiet, and peaceful. Most days there 
is a new layer of snow. The snow has not 
been touched yet. There are no tread marks from cars, no footsteps or paw 
prints from pedestrians. It is as if we have a clean slate on which to write.  

 
How we write on that clean slate is up to us. What we write 
though matters mostly to God. How will we experience the 
presence of God    today? How will we discover his           
faithfulness and steadfast love today? How will we, through 
our actions and words, exalt his name on high?  
 
So what will we make the most out of this new day, this 

new month, this New Year? In important ways, it is already in progress. In 
January, the session and I went through Leadership Training and we installed 
Sally Trabulsi and Judy Wood as elders during worship. We are now in the 
midst of writing reports for the annual congregational meeting and planning the 
Lenten services that will take place beginning with Ash Wednesday. 
 

 

Some thoughts from Pastor Kathy . . .  
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Because the congregation really enjoys coming together over a meal, John 
and I will host a Pancake Supper on Fat Tuesday, February 13 at 5 pm. 
Other kitchen helpers are welcome. It may be that, during dinner, we will    
begin to dream about our future through the sharing of who we are today and 
who we want to be going forward.  
 
With the beginning of Lent, a time to reflect on the life and death of God’s 
son, Jesus Christ, we are instituting a way for every member to consider 
their thankfulness. Each member can take home a jar place it on our dining 
room tables or wherever else the family gathers. All we ask is that at each 
meal, a few pennies are put in the jar while thinking about those less fortunate 
than ourselves. A jar will be out for Coffee hour and meals as well. On the last 
Sunday of the month, we will bring our jars to church and empty the jars into a 
larger can. The money received will go to support our Wednesday lunch and 
other hunger programs. The program is called Cents-Ability. (See page 4 for 

more info.)  It is our hope that this will begin a new         
tradition in our homes that will continues beyond Easter.  
 
This is just one way, we can give thanks for the faithful-
ness and steadfast love of the Lord, our God and exalt 
God’s name on high through the way we serve one another 
and our community.  May God promote in us a generous 
heart now and forever. Amen. 

 
I thank God for you, 

Pastor Kathy Nealand 

 

OUR MISSION AT FIRST PRES ALLEGAN:  
Rejoice in God’s Love 
. . . through joyful traditional worship and opportunities to 
appreciate and support one another  

Reflect God’s Grace  
. . . Extending it to all people  

Respond to God’s Will  
     . . . finding ways to put our faith into action  inside our   
      church and our community 
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Consider these thoughts from the Rev. Pat McGeachy in his now     
out-of-print book, Traveling Light, as our congregation embarks on 
the challenge of becoming part of the Cents-Ability program.  

ʼʼ 

ʻʻ Hunger is the most dreadful word in the English language.    

Hunger can kill an infant or child, but it also can take a lifetime to kill, 
leaving in its wake mental retardation, loss of dignity and despair.  
 

Both in our country and abroad there are people who if we could place 
in their hands the money, the tools and the know-how, could get to 
work to improve their own lives and thus help us with the greatest 
problem that confronts the human race.  
 

It is not a question of pouring money down the drain. It is a question of 
the haves of this world being good Samaritans to the have-nots. We 
need to expand our efforts on behalf of justice and human fulfillment.  
 

Such an effort might fail, of course, but could the followers of Jesus 
turn back from it because of that? Did not Jesus himself embark on a 
cause that led him not to success but to the Cross? He devoted himself 
to the cause of the poor and needy, the sick and the trouble of the 
world — and in the end it brought him to his own death. But that did 
not stop him and it should not stop us. And as Christians we know that 
after the cross comes Resurrection. 

Cents-Ability originated in 1976 as the “Two-Cents-

A-Meal” project when the Presbyterian Women got 

individuals and families involved with a corporate 

response to world hunger. Presbyteries have, over the 

years, developed similar programs entitled Pennies 

for Hunger, Nickle-A-Meal, etc. Many of these     

programs benefit local hunger ministries as well as 

the national and international projects of the         

Presbyterian Hunger Program. pcusa.org/centsability  
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The 2018 per capita assessment by the Presbytery of Lake Michigan is 
$28.98 per person. That means First Presbyterian Church of Allegan owes 
$1,739 this year.  Please consider contributing $28.98 to cover the fee for 
yourself — and perhaps for others — so that the congregation can pay our 
apportionment in a timely fashion. We will pay a portion of the bill each 
month from January through October to meet our obligation.  

Lake Michigan Presbyterian Woman Spring Gathering  
Saturday, April 21, 9 a.m. to noon  

Feeding America West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Drive, Comstock Park 

 

What’s the difference between a food pantry and a food bank? Take a tour and 
find out! Learn how one collaboration is empowering families to make healthy 
choices. Learn how the Presbyterian Women’s Thank Offering helps kids and 
families in the Upper Peninsula.  

What does Cents-Ability look like at First Pres Allegan?  
 

 Everyone will be asked to take a small jar home to put on their table and have 
each family member contribute a small amount of money (perhaps a penny,    
nickel, dime or quarter) for each meal. The small amounts will add up quickly: 

10 cents per day X 30 days = $3.00 collected by one member in one month 

$3.00 per day x 25 people =  $75.00 collected in one month  

$75 per month x 12 months = $900 collected in one year  

 Families are then asked to bring the contents of that jar back to worship on one 
designated Sunday each month for a special “noisy” collection.  

 Funds donated during the Cents-Ability collection will be used only to fund     
missions related to ending hunger. This will include expenses related to our    
Community Lunch program but may include other programs coordinated by the 
Presbytery or other helping agencies.  

 Participants are encouraged to “live more simply so that others may simply live.” 

 

First Pres Allegan will officially begin its Cents-Ability campaign with the start of 
Lent  on February 14. Watch for collection cans and information sheets to be 
available in the next few weeks. 
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In the office this month:  
Pastor Kathy will attend a “Transitions in Ministry” program 
through the Lake Michigan Presbytery. She will leave after 
worship January 28 and be back on January 31.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

21 
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship  

22 
 

 
10 a.m.  
Mental Health Group 
6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 
 

23

28 
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship  

29 
 
 

10 a.m.  
Mental Health Group 
6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 

30

4 
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship with 
Communion  
  

5 
 
10 a.m.  
Mental Health Group 
6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 

11 
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship  
 
 

12 
 
10 a.m.  
Mental Health Group 
3 p.m. Session meeting 
6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 
 

13
5 p.m.  
Fat Tuesday pancake dinner 

18 
9:30 a.m.  
Conversations about 
Lent devotional 
10:30 a.m.  
Traditional worship  
11:30 a.m.  
Congregational meeting  

19 
 

 

10 a.m.  
Mental Health Group 
6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 

20

Office closed 

Office closed 

at a 
glance 

Office closed 

Office closed 

and 

Office closed 

Pastor Kathy gone to Transitions in Ministry program  



7 

 

 

 Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

23 24 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

25 26 
 

27 
 

30 31 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

1 
 

2 3 
 

6 7 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

8 
 

9 10 

13 

Fat Tuesday pancake dinner  

14 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
5 p.m. Ash Wednesday 
service  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

15 
 

16 17 
 

20 21 
11:30 a.m.  
Community Lunch  
7 p.m.  
Alcoholics Anonymous  

23 
 

23 
 

24 
 

Office closed 

Office closed 

Office closed 

Office closed 

Office closed 

Circle of Caring  . . .  
Margaret and Marguerite are making some tasty Valentine’s Day treats 
to share with friends unable to get out . . . but they need some help with       
delivery. Please let them know if you’re willing — and able — to help.   
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New Ministry Teams Initiated! 
 

The session has reorganized how it carries out the        
responsibilities of the board by forming three distinct 
Ministry Teams.  
 

 — Worship Ministry Team —  
led by Colleen Johnson and Jena Lewis  

 

— Nurture  Ministry Team —  
led by Nancy Klinkers and Sally Trabulsi  

 

— Service Ministry Team —  
led by Claudia Rasmussen and Judy Wood  

  

The purposes and responsibilities of the Worship Ministry Team are: 
 Providing a place where the congregation may regularly gather for worship and 

education. (Building and Grounds) 
 Providing for regular preaching of the Word by a teaching elder or other person 

prepared and approved for the work. (Worship) 
 Provide that the Sacraments, both Holy Communion and Baptism, may be right-

ly administered and received.  
 Exercising pastoral care among the congregation in order that the Sacraments 

may be received as a means of grace, and the congregation may live in the unity 
represented in the Sacraments 

 

The purposes and responsibilities of the Nurture Ministry Team are: 
 Providing programs of nurture, education, and fellowship. (Christian Education 

and Fellowship) 
 Providing a place where the congregation may regularly gather for spiritual nur-

ture. 
 

The purposes and responsibilities of the Service Ministry Team are: 
 Planning and leading regular efforts to reach into the community and the world 

with the message of salvation and the invitation to enter into committed disciple-
ship. (Mission) 

 Planning and leading ministries of social healing and reconciliation in the com-
munity in accordance with the prophetic witness of Jesus Christ. (Outreach) 

 Coordinating the Community Lunch program and Circle of Caring activities.  
 Initiating and responding to ecumenical efforts that bear witness to the love and 

grace of God. 
 Working with the Allegan Ministries Association (AMA). 
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 Encouraging the graces of generosity and faithful stewardship of personal and 
financial resources. (Stewardship). 

 

Those leading each team will seek support from congregation members. Therefore, 
if any of these teams have a particular interest for you, please let the team leaders 
know of your interest and how you can help. Keep watch for opportunities to put 
your faith into action throughout the year! 

 

 

With the annual Congregational Meeting slated  
for Sunday, February 18  (snow date of February 25), 
 

it is time to start preparing the annual  report. Lay leaders should 
gather their thoughts and statistics so they can submit the reports -- 
and pictures if available -- to the office by Thursday, February 1.  

Annual Meeting of the FPC Congregation & Corporation  
 
Session members have slated the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation 
for Sunday, February 18, 2018, immediately following worship in the sanctuary for 
the purpose of receiving 2017 annual and financial reports, reviewing the 2018 budget, 
electing the 2018 Nominating Committee, tending to corporation business, and         
handling any other matters that can properly come before an annual meeting. (The 
meeting will be held Sunday, February 25, 2018, if the congregation is unable to hold 
the annual meeting on February 18 due to bad weather.)  
 

All church members and friends of the congregation are encouraged to attend and 

share in the discussion.  Please mark your calendars now as your presence is very 
important to the ongoing ministry and mission of our congregation! 

 

Many hands make it fun and easy to serve 
more than 100 people lunch from 

 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. each Wednesday  
at First Pres Allegan.  

 

HOW WILL YOU HELP?   
 

Stop in any time between 8:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. to help prepare the meal,  
serve food, or clean up after the lunch is served.  
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Anniversaries  
 February 7 — John and Kathy Nealand 

 Birthdays  
January 28 — Nathaniel Miller  
      Charles Riess 
January 30 — Ryan Hipps  
 

 

 

 

Help keep this list current.  —Let the office know what special days are 

marked by your family so we can help celebrate these special events.  

IN THE CHURCH OFFICE:  
 

Pastor Kathy  —  
• Tuesday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.     Thursday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
• To contact her at other times — Email: revnealand05@gmail.com    

  Cell:   (516) 524-4864   Home:  (269) 355-1335 

Sharon —   
• Tuesday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.      Thursday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.   
• To contact her at other times — Email:  alleganpres1@yahoo.com   

  Office:  (269) 673-4631  

To help contain costs, we are again using generic offer-
ing    envelopes. Please take a set of envelopes that 
matches your giving pattern.  

• 12 envelopes if you give once monthly.  
• 24 envelopes if you give twice monthly.  
• 52 envelopes if you give weekly.  

 
 

If you give a cash offering, please make sure to note 
your name on the outside of the  envelope so that 
your giving records will accurately reflect your contributions.  
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Faithfully serving in Worship  
 

Here is the schedule of ministers slated to serve in coming weeks. Please 
sign up in the hall or let the office know if you’re willing to help.  

January 28, 2018  
 

Greeter:    
Liturgist:   Jena Lewis  
Coffee Hour: Ed Whitney  

February 18, 2018  
 

Greeter:      
Liturgist:   Sally Trabulsi   
Coffee Hour:  Chris and Colleen Johnson                   

February 4, 2018 
 

Greeter:    
Liturgist:   Colleen Johnson 
Coffee Hour:  Judy Wood  

February 25, 2018 
 

Greeter:    
Liturgist:   Claudia Rasmussen   
Coffee Hour: Marie Holland   

February 11, 2018 
 

Greeter:     
Liturgist:    Theresa Ashley   
Coffee Hour: Allan &Claudia Rasmussen 

March 4, 2018  
 

Greeter:    
Liturgist:  Jena Lewis   
Coffee Hour:  Sally Trabulsi   

  

Just a reminder that all events scheduled at First Presbyterian 
Church of Allegan — including the Community Lunch — are 
cancelled if Allegan Public Schools closes for weather-related 
conditions, including fog and snow. (In the case of a 2-hour school 
delay or bad weather on a weekend, church leaders will determine 
whether or not to cancel events then share the info via media outlets 
and phone calls.)   

What if the flu or other virus is hitting the community?  
 

The question was raised about whether the Community Lunch should be 
shut down time when the flu or other virus hits the community. Session   
discussed the point and decided the lunch is too important to too many   
people. So . . . the lunch will continue UNLESS there are not enough   
volunteers because they are sick, if the Allegan County Health Department 
asks people to cease activities because of an epidemic or Allegan Public 
Schools closes due to wide-spread illness.  
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 FIRST  
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
200 Cutler Street 
Allegan,  MI  49010 
Phone:  (269) 673-4631 
 

E-mail: alleganpres1@yahoo.com   
 

Website: FPCallegan.org 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Rev. Kathlyn Nealand  

Email:  revnealand05@gmail.com   
Cell:   (516) 524-4864    
Home:  (269) 355-1335 

Organist: Theresa Ashley  
Community Lunch Coordinator:  
 Deb Valenti  
Custodian: Michael Reed  
Custodial Assistant: Maureen Heileman  
Bookkeeper: Carla McDonald / Judy Kline 
Secretary: Sharon Carper  
 

ELDER ASSIGNMENTS 
Contact these individuals with concerns or 
questions about the following topics:  

Claudia Rasmussen  
(Clerk of Session) — (269) 673-4579 

Sally Trabulsi  
(Treasurer) — (269) 673-6450 

 

— Worship Ministry Team —  
Colleen Johnson and Jena Lewis  
—  Nurture Ministry Team —  

Nancy Klinkers and Sally Trabulsi  
—  Service Ministry Team —  

Claudia Rasmussen and Judy Wood  
 

Join a  
devotional  
conversation as 
we journey 
through Lent  
 

Pick up a free copy of the “Jesus and the 
Prophets” devotional from the Fellowship 
Hall and read the daily devotionals. Then 
gather with us at 9:30 a.m. Sundays     
during Lent  — February 18 to March 18 
—  as the Nurture Ministry Team leads 
the discussions.  

 

Pancake Dinner  
5 p.m.  

Tuesday 
February13 

 

Come enjoy food and fellowship     
together before we enter the solemn 
season of Lent. (Pastor Kathy and 
John are cooking !)  

Worship at 5 p.m.  
Wednesday, February 14 

in the sanctuary 

Join us  
on a journey into the  
solemn Lenten season . . .  

 

 


