
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
200 Cutler Street, Allegan, MI 49010 

269-673-4631         
www.fpcallegan.org  

Education hour 9am 

 Worship at 10:30 am   
March 18, 2018 

OUR MISSION:  
 Rejoice in God’s Love 
 Reflect God’s Grace 
 Respond to God’s Will  



WE REJOICE IN GOD’S LOVE 
 
Words of Welcome  
 
Prelude          “Glorified, Blessed and Worthy”      Theresa Ashley    
 
Call to Worship       

One: The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
All: slow to anger and abounding in love.  
One: The Lord makes a new covenant with us.  
All: We are God’s people; the Lord is our God.  
One: Let us worship God.  

 
Invocation 

One: Holy God, by the cross and resurrection of Jesus, you lift the suffering 
world toward hope and transformation and open the way to eternal          
salvation. 

All: As we move ever closer to the passion of Christ, may your law of love 
be written on our hearts as he draws all people to himself revealing 
your love for the world. Amen.   

 
* Red Hymnal # 63   “The Lord Is God” 
 
Call to Confession  

One: Let us pray for the cleansing of our hearts, confessing our sins to the One 
whose mercy is everlasting.  

 
Prayer of Confession:  

All: God our Redeemer, we confess that we are people of ashes and dust. 
You write your law in our hearts, yet we pretend we do not know you. 
You lifted up Christ for all to see, yet we turn away from your glory. 
Forgive us, God of grace. Teach us to delight in your way, to seek you 
with all our hearts, and to trust in your saving love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

MARCH 18, 2018 — FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

* You are invited to stand in body or in spirit.  
Please join in reciting or singing items in bold.  

Hearing loop available 



Silent Prayer of Confession  
 
Assurance of Forgiveness      

One: Sisters and brothers, by the faith of Christ, your sins are forgiven. May 
you delight in the joy of your salvation.   

All: Thanks be to God.  
 

* Glory Be to the Father  (Red Hymnal # 581)  
 

WE REFLECT GOD’S GRACE 
 

Special Music  “Old Time Religion”  —  performed today by Chris Johnson 
 

The Readings    
 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34      (NIV) 
 

 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. It will not be like the 
covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband 
to them,” declares the Lord. “This is the covenant I will make with the people 
of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the 
Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember 
their sins no more.” 

 
John 12: 20-33     (NIV) 
 

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the       
festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a         
request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell         
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

 

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 
truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it          
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone 
who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I 
am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 



 

“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your 
name!” 
 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 
The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel 
had spoken to him. 
 

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for      
judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this 
to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

 
A Moment for the Children of God  —  The Color of Purple 
 
Sermon         “The Power of the Heart”             Rev. Kathlyn Nealand  

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WILL 
 
* Red Hymnal # 695 “Change My Heart, O God ” 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Gifts:  

You are invited to write down your prayer requests and put them into the      
offering plate as it is passed.  
 
In the pew racks, you will find several cards that you also are invited to fill out 
and place in the offering plate. These cards allow you to request prayer        
petitions be added to our community list or indicate your commitment to pray 
for the  community and the church, or to give to God of your time and talents.  

  
Offertory                  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”               Theresa Ashley  

 
* “We Give Thee But Thine Own    (Red Hymnal # 708, verse 1 only)  

We give thee but thine own  

Whate’er the gift may be 

All that we have is thine alone 

A trust, O Lord, from thee.  

 

Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving  



 

Prayers of the People and Pastoral Prayer  

 
The Lord’s Prayer   (said in unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
* Blue Hymnal # 371     “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”  

     

 * Benediction    

.  .  .   And all God’s people said: Amen!  

 
*Postlude 

Faithfully serving in worship today 
 

TODAY: March 18, 2018   NEXT SUNDAY: March 25, 2018 
 Greeter:       Greeter:    
 Liturgist: Theresa Ashley     Liturgist:   John Nealand   

Coffee Hour:   Ed Whitney   Coffee Hour: Allan and Claudia  
         Rasmussen  

to benefit       and help address 
        hunger in our  
        community.  

Remember to bring your change jars. In February,  
we collected more than $52. How much will we collect on March 25?  



 

WEEKLY PRAYER LIST  

Please pray for . . .  

 God’s presence in all of our lives. May we grow in 

God’s Spirit.  

 Our outreach efforts, including the Community Lunch 

and meetings held in our church by AA, Recovery 

and Girl Scouts.  

 Joe, a fiend of Chris and Colleen Johnson, as he goes through a difficult time.  

 The family and friends of Gary Klinkers, including his wife, Nancy, as they mourn 

his death February 20.  

 The family and friends of Dotsy (Pomeroy) Kuhn, sister of Sally Trabulsi, as they 

mourn her death February 17.  

 Those facing difficult situations and life-changing decisions in unfamiliar places.  

 Our congregation, as we continue conversations about how God is guiding us into 

the future that we may display boldness and God’s grace and glory.  

 Emily Rasmussen, granddaughter of Allan and Claudia Rasmussen, as she spends a 

year teaching English in South Korea.  

 Those struggling through recovery from addictions; those struggling with anxiety 

and depression, and those who are homeless and seeking safe shelters.  

 Comfort for our friends in long-term care, including Glenna Kurtz, Gerry Mottor, 

Clarence Anderson, Alice Rewalt, and Mary Gates.  

 Relief for our friends dealing with long-term health challenges, including Barb 

Hinkle, Teresa Myers, Lisa DeArmond, Karole McKinley, and Carol Gendron.   

 Strength for our friends fighting cancer: Jane Allen, Lynne Morey, Jill Schadley, 

Gail Hunderman, Arnold Lynema, Dawson Babiak, Joe Phipps, Linda Pullen,  

Robin Daglian, John Daglian, and others  



 

IN THE OFFICE THIS WEEK:  
 

Pastor Kathy  —  
• Tuesday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.    Thursday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
• To contact her at other times — Email: revnealand05@gmail.com    

  Cell:   (516) 524-4864   Home:  (269) 355-1335 

Sharon —   
• Tuesday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.    Thursday — 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.   
• To contact her at other times — Email:  alleganpres1@yahoo.com   

  Office:  (269) 673-4631  

A variety of worship services and activities are planned as we move from 
Lent through Holy Week towards Easter celebrations. All are invited to join 
us on the passionate journey, which includes:  

Palm Sunday – Join us in joyful worship at 10:30 a.m. next Sunday, 
March 25, as we celebrate Christ’s triumphant entry riding a donkey into 
Jerusalem.  
Maundy Thursday – Remember the Last Supper when Christ shared 
the Passover Feast with his disciples as we gather for a simple supper 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 29, followed by a tenebrae service. (A 
tenebrae service uses gradually diminishing lights and other elements to 

        help convey what Christ felt as he was betrayed and abandoned.) 
Good Friday – Pause to consider what Christ experienced during his trial 
and ultimate crucifixion as we gather with other Christians at 11:45 
a.m. Friday, March 30, at Mahan Gazebo then process through     
downtown Allegan to the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd for the 

      Stations of the Cross. Also, a community Good Friday worship service 
      will be held at 6 p.m. in the First Baptist Church.  

Easter Sunday – The joyous celebrations begin with a 7 a.m. “sunrise” 
service at the Hudson Corners Cemetery on 118th Avenue at 30th Street 
then continue with worship at First Presbyterian Church at 10:30 a.m.  
 



 

WELCOME TO  
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ALLEGAN  
 

Our hope is that you will find God’s peace, love, hope and joy through 
this community of faith. Please join us as we rejoice in God’s love,               
reflect on God’s grace and respond to God’s will through Worship,  
Education, Mission and Fellowship. To learn more about our church, 
visit our website at fpcallegan.org, join us for the free Community 
Lunch on Wednesdays, or call the church office at (269) 673-4631.  

200 Cutler Street, Allegan, MI 49010  
Phone: (269) 673-4631 
E-mail: fpcallegan@gmail.com  
Website: fpcallegan.org  

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Rev. Kathlyn Nealand  
Email:  revnealand05@gmail.com   
Cell: (516)524-4864 / Home:(269)355-1335 
Organist: Theresa Ashley  
Community Lunch Coordinator:  
 Deb Valenti  
Assistant Lunch Coordinator:  
 Cindy Flickinger  
Custodian: Michael Reed  
Custodial Assistant: Maureen Heileman  
Bookkeeper: Judy Kline 
Secretary: Sharon Carper  

This week in our church . . .  
 
 
 

Please join us downstairs after worship for 
food, fellowship and fun.  

 

 

Monday, March 19, 2018  
• 10 a.m. — Recovery meeting  
• 3 p.m. — Session meets 
• 6:30 p.m. — Girl Scouts 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
• 11:30 a.m. — Community Lunch  
• 7 p.m. — AA meeting 
Saturday, March 24, 2018  
 11 a.m.—3 p.m. — Private event  
Sunday, March 25, 2018   
 9:30 a.m. — Lenten devotional dialogue 
 10:30 a.m. — Traditional worship for 

Palm Sunday with Noisy Offering  

 

Please contact these people if there is an emergency or concern.  

ELDER ASSIGNMENTS  
 

Claudia Rasmussen (Clerk of Session) — (269) 673-4579 
Sally Trabulsi (Treasurer) — (269) 673-6450 

 

— Worship Ministry Team —  
Colleen Johnson (269) 823-3535 and Jena Lewis (616) 325-4316 

—  Nurture Ministry Team —  
Nancy Klinkers (269) 673-2640 and Sally Trabulsi (269) 673-6450  

—  Service Ministry Team —  
Claudia Rasmussen (269) 673-4579 and Judy Wood (269) 673-8489  


