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from the corner of Cutler and Chestnut street  

March 2018  

Ponderings of Pastor Kathy . . .  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

On Ground Hog’s Day, he saw his shadow which means that there 

were six weeks to spring. That would put us right in the middle of 

March, just before the first day of spring! Praise God!   
 

I am looking forward to experiencing spring in Allegan. I am 

thinking about the wonderful colors that will come springing forth. 

After a bleak, cold winter it will be a refreshing change to see the 

community come alive in so many important ways! 
 

During Lent, this year, we are looking at the colors of Easter. We 

began the season on Ash Wednesday, thinking about the color of 

BLACK. Black represents the darkness of our lives that comes when 

we sin against God. We are called to repent those sins and begin to 

rebuild our relationship with God.  
 

The next color we talked about was GREEN. It reminds me of 

creation, the grass, the leaves and plant life. It is a sign of new life 

that awaits us whether it be the life that comes out of a dark time of 

our lives or the new life we will experience at the end of this life. 
 

The next color is that of ORANGE. I have seen one or two orange suns 

in the sky recently. It is a promise for a good day that lies ahead of 

us. I look at the setting sun and it gives me hope that I can finally 

shed my winter coat and hat. And when that new day dawns, the sun 

rises like a YELLOW ball in the sky, reminding me of Jesus Christ 

who is the light of the world. I look forward to those long days of 

summer when the sun will shine down upon us well past 9 pm. 
 

WHITE is another color of Easter. It represents purity and the 

goodness of God. The Scriptures promise us that our sins will be 

washed clean like the whitest of snow. It reminds me of the steadfast 

love of God that never gives up on us and showers us with God’s 

grace even though we do not deserve it.  
 

My favorite color throughout the year is PURPLE. It is a royal color 

and in ancient days it was a most expensive cloth. It is, also, a color  
 

 -- See “Ponderings” on page 2 --   

Session slates One 
Great Hour of 
Sharing collection  
A special offering will happen 
during worship April 1 after 

Session voted to participate in 

the One Great Hour of 

Sharing. The program helps 

neighbors-in-need around the 

world by providing relief from 

natural and human-caused 

disasters, food for the hungry, 

and support for the poor and 

oppressed.  
 

This is one of four annual 

special offerings coordinated by 

the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) as it strives to be a 

connectional church in the 21
st
 

century, bringing together 

diverse membership to focus 

and take faith-based action on 

shared concerns.  
 

More information about the 

One Great Hour of Sharing is 

available in the fellowship hall.  
 

Dinner to benefit 
health clinic  
A spaghetti dinner will be 

served from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 24, at Christ 

Community Church, 3370 113
th

 

Avenue, with a freewill 

offering to benefit the Renewed 

Hope Health Clinic. Victor 

Marques will perform dinner 

music.  
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-- “Ponderings” from page 1 --   
 

of sorrow. As I write this, I am preparing for 

the Service for Witness of the Resurrection for 

one of our own, Gary Klinkers who entered the 

Church Triumphant on February 20. Letting go 

is not easy. This time will not be easy for 

Nancy, her friends and family, yet I know that 

Jesus will be with her throughout this time. In 

the same way, Jesus will be with us as we shed 

the past to make room for the new thing that 

that awaits us as a faith community. 
 

On Palm Sunday, the color of the day will be 

PINK. It minds us that of the new thing that is 

coming, like a new born infant. It reminds me 

of youth, those early days when we are just 

figuring out who we are, who will we become 

and what wonders we will experience. When 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem, he was looking 

forward to his death. The people though 

cheered their savior, their hero who will finally 

rescue them from their enemies. Jesus would 

rescue them and he does us but not in the way 

they expected.  
 

Lastly, is the color of RED, representing the 

blood of Jesus that would be shed on the cross 

on Good Friday. A onetime event that would 

wash clean our sins, once and for all, through 

the shedding of Jesus’ blood so that we could 

live anew.  
 

And then comes Easter, where all the colors 

come together in our Easter basket in the form 

of candy, gifts and brightly colored Easter eggs. 

It will be then that we cast aside all that has 

come before us and open our hearts and minds 

to the opportunity to begin a new journey into 

our future.  
 

I hope you will take this journey with me with 

all the wonders that await us! 
 

I thank God for you, 

Pastor Kathy Nealand 

  

 

 

 
 

What are we at First Presbyterian? 
 

Some congregation members gathered on Shrove 

Tuesday for a pancake supper prepared by Pastor 

Kathy and John.  
 

During conversation that night, people were asked 

to complete the sentence “We are . . .” with a 

word that describes First Presbyterian Church of 

Allegan today. Fifteen different words were 

suggested.  
 

Those attending worship the first Sunday in Lent 

were then asked to choose three words from the 

fifteen that best describe our congregation. The 

top six words are:  
 

  WE ARE . . .   

FAMILY  INVITING 

KIND   ACCEPTING 

CARING   TRYING 
 

 

 

 

Notice a different look in the newsletter? We’re changing the design so it’s less expensive to produce 

and easier to distribute electronically. Because it’s a work in progress, let Sharon or Kathy know what 

you like – or don’t like – about the new design.   

Faithfully serving  
 

Below is the schedule of ministers slated to serve 

during worship in upcoming weeks.  
 

March 18, 2018    

 Liturgist: Theresa Ashley    

 Coffee Hour:   Ed Whitney   
 

March 25, 2018 – Palm Sunday    
 Liturgist: Sally Trabulsi     

Coffee Hour:   Marguerite Perrigo  
  

April 1, 2018  -- Easter Sunday    

 Liturgist: John Nealand    

 Coffee Hour: Allan and Claudia Rasmussen  
  

April 8, 2018     

 Liturgist: Claudia Rasmussen   

 Coffee Hour:   Chris and Colleen Johnson 
 

April 15, 2018    

 Liturgist: Colleen Johnson   

 Coffee Hour:   Marie Holland   
 

April 22, 2018    
 Liturgist: Sally Trabulsi  

 Coffee Hour:   Charles Harwood  
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Time to order 
Easter flowers  
 

Orders are being taken 

through Sunday, March 18 

for flowers to adorn the 

altar on Easter Sunday. 

Options include a 6-inch 

Easter lily and 6.5- inch 

tulip, daffodil or hyacinth. 

The cost is $7 per plant. 

Those who purchase 

flowers may opt to take 

the plant home or donate it 

to be shared with a shut-in 

or have it planted in the 

church garden. Order 

forms are available in the 

fellowship hall.  

Afterglow 

I’d like the memory of me to be a happy one. 

I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles when life is done. 

I’d like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways, 

Of happy times and laughing times and bright and sunny days. 

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, to dry before the sun; 

Of happy memories that I leave when life is done. 
 

Unknown  
 

Gary William Klinkers 
 

November 30, 1937 

+ + + 

February 20, 2018 
 

Please hold Nancy Klinkers and her 

family in prayer as they mourn Gary’s 

passing.  
 

The family asks memorials be made to 

Love Inc., 4621 135th Avenue, 

Hamilton, MI 49419, or Harbor 

Humane Society, 14345 Bagley Street 

West Olive, MI 49460. 

Thank you . . .  
To the ladies of the First 

Presbyterian Church —  
 

The cookies were very nice.  

Thank you,  

Gerry Mottor  
 

(Text from a note received after 

Margaret Leber and Marguerite 

Perrigo spearheaded assembly 

of some special Valentine’s Day 

that were delivered to people 

unable to get out much.)   
 

Thank you also . . .  
Much appreciation is expressed 

to everyone who helped prepare, 

serve and clean up after the 

February 24 memorial luncheon 

for Gary Klinkers. Your 

kindness and generosity made 

the day a bit easier for Nancy 

and Gary’s family and friends.  
 

And thank you  . . .  
Gratitude is given to John and 

Pastor Kathy Nealand, who 

hosted the Shrove Tuesday 

pancake dinner and discussions. 

It was a tasty treat and a great 

time of fellowship.  
 

Spring women’s 
event about food 
programs 
What’s the difference between a 

food pantry and a food bank? 

Learn this during the Lake 

Michigan Presbyterian Women’s 

Spring Gathering from 9 a.m. to 

noon Saturday, April 21, at the 

Feeding American West MI 

Food Bank in Comstock Park. 

Learn how one collaboration is 

empowering families to make 

health choices. More information 

in the fellowship hall.  
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ELDER ASSIGNMENTS  
 

Please contact these people  

if there is an emergency or concern. 
 

Claudia Rasmussen  -- Clerk of Session 

Sally Trabulsi – Treasurer 
 
 

— Worship Ministry Team —  

Colleen Johnson (269) 823-3535 
Jena Lewis (616) 325-4316 

 

—  Nurture Ministry Team —  

Nancy Klinkers (269) 673-2640 
 Sally Trabulsi (269) 673-6450  

 

—  Service Ministry Team —  

Claudia Rasmussen (269) 673-4579 
 Judy Wood (269) 673-8489  

  
  
 

Point to Ponder . . . First Presbyterian Church of Allegan — We are 

FAMILY, KIND, CARING, INVITING, ACCEPTING, TRYING 

 What do these words mean to you? What do they mean to our church family and future?   

in our congregation  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY –  

March 3 – Spencer Bacon; March 5 – Allan 

Rasmussen; March 7 – Dennis Wright; March 25 – 

Jena Lewis; March 26 – Samuel Lewis; March 27 – 

Gwen West and Stacy Frost;  March 29 – Bink 

Perrigo; April 2 – Candy Miller: April 3—Teresa 

Myers; April 8 – Gordon Noggles; April 20 – 

Clarence Anderson; April 25 – Ed Whitney; 

Joseph Hughes and Courtney Launder 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY –  
April 12 – Lloyd and Ellen Dunwiddie; April 29 – 

Bink and Marguerite Perrigo  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our first “Noisy Offering.” 

We collected $52.11 on February 25 to help with hunger relief 

programs, including the Community Lunch. Please keep  

tucking coins into your donation jars and bring them for  

our second collection on March 25.  
 

Remember: If you would like credit on your giving 

statement for your “Noisy Offering” contribution, please 

write a check, tuck your cash in an envelope with your 

name and/ or write your name on the outside of a bag 

holding your change donation.  
 

First Presbyterian Church of Allegan -- Staff 
 

Pastor: Rev. Kathlyn Nealand  

Email:  revnealand05@gmail.com  Cell:   (516) 524-4864  Home:  (269) 355-1335 

Organist: Theresa Ashley  

Community Lunch Coordinator:  Deb Valenti   Assistant Lunch Coordinator: Cindy Flickinger  

Custodian: Michael Reed  Custodial Assistant: Maureen Heileman  

Bookkeeper: Judy Kline  Secretary: Sharon Carper  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

11 

9:30 a.m. – Lenten 

study dialogue  

10:30 a.m. –  

Worship  

 

12 

10 a.m. – 

Recovery meets 

6:30 p.m. –  

Girl Scouts  

13 14 

11:30 am – 1 pm 

Community Lunch  

7 p.m. –  

AA meeting  

15 16 17 

18 

9:30 a.m. – Lenten 

study dialogue  

10:30 a.m. –  

Worship 

Easter flower 

orders due  

19 

10 a.m. – 

Recovery meets 

3 p.m. – Session 

meeting 

6:30 p.m. –  

Girl Scouts 

20 21 

11:30 am – 1 pm 

Community Lunch  

7 p.m. –  

AA meeting 

22 23 24 

11 am – 3 pm 

Private event  

25 

10:30 a.m. – Palm 

Sunday worship / 

Noisy Offering 

26 

10 a.m. – 

Recovery meets 

6:30 p.m. –  

Girl Scouts 

27 28 

11:30 am – 1 pm 

Community Lunch  

7 p.m. – 

 AA meeting 

29 

6 p.m. – Maundy 

Thursday supper 

and tenebrae  

30 

11:45 am – Good 

Friday procession 

from Mahan Gazebo  

31 

1 

10:30 a.m. – 

Easter  

worship with 

communion  

2 

10 a.m. – 

Recovery meets 

6:30 p.m. –  

Girl Scouts 

3 4 

11:30 am – 1 pm 

Community Lunch  

7 p.m. – 

 AA meeting 

5 6 7 

8  

10:30 a.m. –  

Worship 

 

9 

10 a.m. – 

Recovery meets  

6:30 p.m. –  

Girl Scouts 

10 11 

11:30 am – 1 pm 

Community Lunch  

7 p.m. –  

AA meeting 

12 13 14  

Regular office hours – 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
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200 Cutler Street 

Allegan, MI 49010 
 

(269) 673-4631 

fpcallegan@gmail.com  

fpcallegan.org  

OUR MISSION:   REJOICE IN GOD’S LOVE.   REFLECT GOD’S GRACE.   RESPOND TO GOD’S WILL.  

A variety of worship services and activities are planned as First Presbyterian Church of 

Allegan moves from the Lenten season through Holy Week towards the Easter celebrations. 

All are invited to join us on the passionate journey, which includes:  

 Palm Sunday – Join us in joyful worship at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, March 25, as we celebrate 

Christ’s triumphant entry riding a donkey into Jerusalem.  

 Maundy Thursday – Remember the Last Supper when Christ shared the Passover Feast with 

his disciples as we gather for a simple supper at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 29, followed by a 

tenebrae service. (A tenebrae service uses gradually diminishing lights and other elements to 

help convey what Christ felt as he was betrayed and abandoned.) 

 Good Friday – Pause to consider what Christ experienced during his trial and ultimate 

crucifixion as we gather with other Christians at 11:45 a.m. Friday, March 30, at Mahan 

Gazebo then process through downtown Allegan to the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 

for the Stations of the Cross. Also, a community Good Friday worship service will be held at 

6 p.m. in the First Baptist Church.  
 Easter Sunday – The joyous celebrations begin with a 7 a.m. “sunrise” service at the Hudson 

Corners Cemetery on 118
th

 Avenue at 30
th

 Street then continue with worship at First 

Presbyterian Church at 10:30 a.m.  
 

mailto:fpcallegan@gmail.com

